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long avert disaster—bankruptcy was impending, and Madame de Berny and Laure  implored Madame de Balzac to prevent this.    The latter, wishing at all costs to keep the matter from the ears of her husband, now a very old man and failing in health, begged a cousin, M.   Sedillot, to come  forward, and at least to save the honour of the family.    M. Sedillot, who appears to have been a good man of business,  at once  set gallantly to work  to  disentangle the embroglio, and to free Honore from its meshes.    As a result of his efforts, the printing-press was sold to M. Laurent, and the type-foundry became the property of the  De  Bernys,   under whom it was highly successful.    At the same time, to save Honore from disgrace, Madame de Balzac lent 37,600 francs and Madame de Berny 45,000, the latter sum being paid back in full by Balzac in 1836, the year of Madame de Berny's death. " Without her I should be dead," he tells Madame Hanska.     He was most anxious not to sell the type-foundry, and his parents have been severely criticised   for   their   refusal   to    provide   further funds for the purpose of carrying on that and the printing-office.
